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VIEWPOINT FROM THE CENTER OF THE STATE

Much has happened in our section
since communications last came
out via the Summe
Riderd newsl etterJs
Section meeting tig
Stories: Rangeland Management 1 o
The Applied Scien
Colorado Springs this past Novem- |
ber. We were fortunate enough to
host some excellent professional speakers, including Dr.
C. Wayne Hanselka, Dr. Emilio Laca, Floyd Reed, and
Robbie LeValley. The real treat was hearing the varied
stories of ranchers who apply science on the ground in
their daily work. Ranchers who spoke were Tony Warnock
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The title of Trail Boss was v;} h
bestowed on Tim Steffens ‘ \
for his exceptional service g
as Section President, and
especially for an out-
standing accomplishment, namely the Strategy vs.
System: Grazing for Desired Outcomes symposium
that he organized in 2008.The Strategy vs. System
symposium was widely hailed as the best meeting
ever held by any section of the SRM, and a milestone
in the history of the organization. Tim was deserving
of the Trail Boss Award for his sustained service to the
land, the SRM, and the rangeland profession, even
before the Strategy vs. System symposium, a truly
outstanding achievement.
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(Lost Valley Ranch), Walt Marble (RU Lazy 2 Ranch), Kiowa County and CONSERVATION

Reeves & Betsy Brown (3R Ranch), and Don Palmer northeast Bent AWARD

(Palmer Brothers Ranch). Each brought their own mes- County. The Ne-

sages based on their unique experiences with the land gleybés run a commerci al nerd

they intimately know and told their tales with their own Angus cross cows. The ranching enterprise is man-

brands of humor. The exchanges were priceless. aged, wunder Laurabs diregcti on
moderate stocking combined with short-duration rota-

The success of this meeting was followed up with the out- tional grazing regime.

standing joint WSSA/SRM Annual Meeting and Confer- glawards ¢
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2010. Wow! This gathering was nothing short of awe- Excellence in Rangeland Conservation Award in

some. The hard work of all who brought this event to frui- " )

tion was evident in every aspect. The number of attendees recogn_mon of.the accomplishments of t_he ranch toward .

topped the chawvesp blﬁethmalawaarcdqs' ebvdrpc?ué"‘t sustainable flamil

featuring ATaste of Coloradloo was outstanding, volunteers

wer e al_ways rockino, yo_uth pq-ihtgtecﬁér%ated t he

quality of sessions was excellent. As always, there just

wasndt enough time to see a|nfionered with Tsail |
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What this meeting made me understand
more than ever, is that our section is comprised of
some truly dedicated individuals with vision, drive,
and the desire to spread and live our message. For
all of you, I am truly thankful. Our state and our
world are better because of you and what you do.

As always, one of the highlights for me at both meet-
ings was the opportunity to get together with friends,
both new and old, exchange stories and laugh!
There are no people I|ike
need to keep expanding that group and welcoming
new folks.

The CSSRM Board of Directors met during the an-
nual section meeting and again at the SRM annual
meeting and conference. The SRM Advisory Coun-
cil, which provides input and recommendations to the
Societyds Board of Direc
ing in Denver as well. Misty Hays did a great job of
organizing and running these meetings and has the
Council in fine shape to turn over to our own Tim
Steffens, who steps up as President of the Advisory
Council for the next year. Updates from these meet-
ings can be found later in this newsletter.

| have a personal challenge for each one of you for
the coming year. | am constantly amazed at the
power that each person has to affect change. My
challenge for you is to do something on the ground
that makes it better or to help someone who does. If
you dondédt work on the gr
is to tell the story of someone who does. There are
lots of good people doing lots of good things on the

l and. Webdbve got to be
knows about the differences our people make unless
we tell them. We all know at least one person whom
we admire for the work they do and the life they live.
Promote them. Tell their story. Host a workshop.
Write an article. Present a talk at a local meeting.
Nominate someone for an award. Put a letter in the
newspaper. Volunteer to lead a tour. Invite the
press. Spread the word!

As a group, we do a great job with management. We
tend to be independent people who do our work qui-
etly. But we need to get the word out about what our
people are doing. Our landscapes look a lot different
than they did fifty or even twenty years ago. The
work that ranchers and managers do is important
and it affects big areas. The impact of their work
ripples across physical, social, and cultural barriers.
As part of our working western landscapes, we har-
ness the power of natural processes and shape our
country. We add to the beauty and productivity of
our | ands. ltds a big |j
tive. Take pride in our accomplishments. Tell some-
oneb6s story this year.
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——Have a great photo you want to
@ share?? If you have any info or

photo's you would like to submit to the web-
site, please contact Vickie Branch,
vbranch@fs.fed.us

CSSRM Representatives

§The following CSSRM representatives can be contacted
-for more information on Section Activities

Sheila Lamb
719-836-2031
slamb@fs.fed.us
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Tim Steffens
719- 523-6251

timothy.steffens@co.usda.gov

PAST PRESIDENT:
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970-724-3456

matt.barnes@co.usda.gov
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Julie Elliott
970-332-3107
julie.elliott@co.usda.gov

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:
Pat Hessenflow
719-383-4355
phessenflow@fs.fed.us
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% Colorado SRM members,

ltés time to get serious
Grazing Management 2010 award nominations. Nommatlo
% deadline is JUNE 30 . The nomination guidelines can be
&‘f ound on the Sectionbés websi
\ closing in for the parent society Honor Awards. Nominations
aredacepted throughout the yed; idtnatiéns fer the 20d1i
&s, meeting must be received by APRIL 30. Award descrip-
i tioms, instructions, and foemats arepavailable at the parent
« SRM website, http://www.rangelands.org/awards/
& awards honorawards.shtml. If there is anything | can do to
N help you submit a nomination, whether for the chapter or na-
R « tional award, please let me know.

&* Julie Elliott Colorado Awards Committee;
« Julie.Elliott@co.usda.gov
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High School Youth Benefit from Rangeland Management Forum in Denver
By Ben Berlinger, Colorado Section of the Society for Range Management, Youth Activities Chair

The Colorado Section of the Society for Range Management (SRM) was well represented at the 2010 High School
Youth Forum (HSYF) held in Denver on February 7-10, 2010. The HSYF is an integral part of the SRM annual meet-
ing. This year there were 27 delegates representing 13 of the SRM Sections. During the Forum, high school youth
from all part of the western United States and Canada are invited to participate and interact among the various profes-
sionals and college students attending the meeting.

Each

delegates to this program that provides a high quality learning experience.

This year the Colorado Section sponsored three delegates to Denver.
Ann Hollingsworth  of Kim, Jacob Custer of Westcliffe and Alex
Bratschun of Fort Collins were selected to participate in the Forum.
All three delegates were chosen based on the high level of achieve-
ment in FFA rangeland judging as well as exceptional participation
at the Colorado Associati on @Mmp
Rocky, Col oradods premier natur al

The goals of the HSYF are to recognize youth for outstanding accom-
plishments in rangeland activities and to provide young people the
opportunity to discus rangelands, career options, and meet with lead-
ers in the field of range management. One requirement of the HSYF
is that each delegate must present an illustrated talk on some aspect
of rangeland conservation or management.

Annbés pr esent bdingBire Fearkessly t Bhe Hiscuksed

the need to introduce the use of prescribed fire, along with prescribed grazing management, into the ecosystems in her
community in Las Animas County. For her excellent presentation Ann was recognized with FIFTH PLACE in the pres-
entation session (see next page for paper).

Jacob presented his talk on progressive rancher located in Custer County. His talk was titled Working with Mother
Nature in the High Country.  Jacob highlighted the Oswald ranch, located in his home county of Custer, and how the
ranch is using low inputs and marketing grass-fed beef to restore profitability while ranching in sync with nature (see
next page for abstract).

Al exds presentation was about t he i mp aRetreatioolmpacteon Caoa t i
radoods Ra nAlexHiscussed the many aspects of recreation on Colorado rangelands and how to control and
moderate some of the negative impacts (see next page for abstract).

Jacob Custer, Ann Hollingsworth, Alex Bratschy

The Colorado Section SRM and CACD congratulate Ann, Jacob and Alex for their outstanding achievements in range-
land management and wish them the best of luck as they further pursue their ambitions in the field of natural resource
management. Contact Ben Berlinger (719-384-5408), or Darlene Jenson (719-686-0020), for more information about
the SRM High School Youth Forum or Camp Rocky.

Way to go Ann, Jacob and Alex!!

n

CAMP ROCKY
July 4 - 10, 2010

Camp Rocky is an outdoor educational opportunity for youth ages 14
through 19 who are looking for an outdoors adventure. Camp Rocky,
sponsored by the Colorado Association of Conservation Districts
(CACD), U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, Colorado State Forest Service,
Natural Resources Conservation Service and other partners, will be held
July 4-10, 2010 in a mountain setting above Colorado Springs near Di-

HSYF delegates in Denver vide. The camp provides a great opportunity for those who enjoy the

resources. The program is entering its 48" year!

For detailed information and an application, contact your local Conserva-
tion District or the Colorado Association of Conservation Districts, phone
(719) 686-0020 or e-mail cacd@cacd.us. Also please see the Camp
Rocky website at www.camprocky.colostate.edu for applications and
further details on this exceptional Camp.
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