
 
 
 

LeValley Ranch Receives State Award 

 
The Colorado Section of Society for Range Management (SRM) 

recently presented the LeValley Ranch of Hotchkiss with the 

Excellence in Rangeland Conservation Award.  The award was 

presented on December 1 at the SRM annual meeting in Grand 

Junction. 

 

Founded in 1914 on the Fruitland Mesa near Hotchkiss, the ranch is 

operated by the third generation of LeValleys.  Brothers Mark and 

Hank, together with Marks’ wife Robbie are have seen many changes 

in the land over the last decade.  Best of all, they are teaching the 

fourth generation, James, Ryan and Ross to take great pride in 

caring for both their private and leased land. 

 

The LeValley grazing rotation allows for no more than two weeks 

of grazing in any one pasture.  This grazing strategy is supported by 

17 miles of stock water pipeline.  This pipeline feeds eight water 

tanks across their BLM allotment.   Three guzzlers were also built 

specifically for sage grouse. 

 

By controlling both the time and timing of livestock grazing, the 

LeValleys have a variety of cover heights and type across the 

landscape.  This in turn provides for the various cover needs of the 

Sage Grouse.  In fact, all of the LeValley lands meet or exceed the 

Colorado Statewide Gunnison Sage Grouse Management Plan. 

 

The LeValley’s are deeply involved in many community and state 

wide organizations.  They are a full partner in Homestead Meats, a 

USDA inspected processing plant.  Big game and small game bird 

hunting is also part of their operation. 

 

The Excellence in Rangeland Conservation award is given annually 

to an individual or group by the Colorado Section of SRM.   The 

recipients must demonstrate exceptional skill and knowledge in 

practicing sound management of rangelands in the State of 

Colorado.   


