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Jessica Harris of Manzanola, Jordan Lestina of Dove Creek and Kyle Hartshorn of Granada  have 

been selected by the Colorado Section of the Society for Range Management (SRM) to participate in the 

High School Youth Forum (HSYF), an SRM sponsored youth activity held jointly during the 64th Annual 

SRM’s annual meeting.  This year’s meeting is being held in Billings, Montana on February 5-11, 

2011. This year’s meeting theme is “Transcending Borders: Landscapes and Legends.” 

The SRM is an international organization that strives to promote public awareness of the 

importance of sound management and use of rangeland, the world’s largest land base.  In 1966 the SRM 

recognized a need to involve youth with the range-related activities and education provided at this annual 

meeting.  Since that time, the HSYF has been a highlight of the SRM annual meetings. Volunteers of the 

SRM Student Activities Committee conduct the program. 

High School delegates to the HSYF are chosen by each of the 21 individual sections of the parent 

society throughout the United States, Canada and Mexico, based on their high degree of interest in the 

range and natural resources field as well as on their exemplary dedication and effort to learn more about 

this particular area.  While at the HSYF, they will have the opportunity to meet people from many countries 

and get a first hand view of what SRM is all about including its organization, goals and the role it plays on 

a world-wide basis.  Thus, the goals of the HSYF are: 1) provide insight for these students concerning the 

function and working of the Society; 2) provide opportunities to meet Society members; 3) provide a 

format that encourages thinking and enhancement of communicative skills; 4) provide an opportunity to 

learn about range management and future careers through interaction with Society professionals; 5) provide 

an opportunity to learn about the ecology and natural resources of the Annual Meeting site; and 6) provide 

an atmosphere that fosters camaraderie and lasting friendships. 

As one of the more important activities, each delegate to the Forum competes in a paper 

presentation competition with the content covering a range-related topic.  Jessica’s presentation will be 

about rangeland monitoring methods in southeast Colorado.  Jordan’s presentation will be about the 

control of rabbitbrush on the rangelands of southwest Colorado using biological techniques.  Kyle 

will present a talk about how he put together a workshop/clinic on his family’s ranch this past 

summer to motivate his FFA Chapter and the other local FFA Chapters to participate in the 

Rangeland Judging Career Development Exercise (CDE).  All presentations will be judged by a diverse 

panel of judges, with the top five papers being recognized at the SRM awards ceremony. The top paper 

winner is invited to return to next year’s meeting to help with the Forum and present their paper to the 

general membership of the Society.  In addition, other activities will include a local ecological field tour of 

the meeting site and a program to enhance communication skills. 

Since the number of delegates that can attend each year is limited, selection for this activity is 

considered a high honor for those students selected.  Because of this perspective, the planners of this 

year’s Forum are excited about the program and activities that have been scheduled and hope to provide 

both an exciting and rewarding educational experience for all that attend. 

For further information regarding the Society for Range Management logon on to 

www.rangelands.org 

 

For more information please contact:  Ben Berlinger 

Area Range Specialist 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 

La Junta, CO  81050 

719-384-5408 

ben.berlinger@co.usda.gov 
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